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Early Life and Influences

Juliette Magill Kinzie Gordon was born on October 31, 1860, into a wealthy
family in Savannah, Georgia. Her father, William Washington Gordon, was
a prominent cotton merchant, and her mother, Eleanor Lytle Kinzie, was the
daughter of an army officer and a Native American chief's daughter. Juliette
inherited her adventurous spirit and determination from both her parents.

From a young age, Juliette loved exploring the outdoors and learning about
different cultures. She spent much of her childhood in Europe, where she
became fascinated by the traditions and customs of other countries. Her
experiences abroad instilled in her a deep appreciation for diversity and a
desire to make a difference in the world.

Inspiration and Formation of the Girl Scouts

In 1911, while attending a Boy Scout rally in London, Juliette Gordon Low
was inspired by the movement's emphasis on outdoor activities, skill
development, and community service. She realized that there was a need
for a similar organization for girls.
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Upon her return to the United States, Juliette founded the first Girl Scout
troop in Savannah, Georgia, in 1912. The troop consisted of 18 girls aged
12 to 17. Juliette believed that girls should have the same opportunities as
boys to develop their physical, mental, and emotional abilities.

The Girl Scout movement quickly gained popularity, and within a year, there
were Girl Scout troops in 12 states. Juliette tirelessly promoted the
organization, traveling the country to share her vision of empowering girls
through adventure, leadership, and service.

Principles and Values of the Girl Scouts

Juliette Gordon Low established several core principles that have guided
the Girl Scouts throughout their history:

* Service: Girl Scouts strive to make a difference in their communities and
the world through acts of kindness, volunteering, and advocating for social
change. * Leadership: The Girl Scouts provide opportunities for girls to
develop their leadership skills through activities that foster confidence,
decision-making, and problem-solving. * Adventure: Girl Scouts embrace
the outdoors and encourage girls to step outside their comfort zones
through activities that promote physical fitness, outdoor education, and
environmental stewardship. * Diversity and Inclusion: The Girl Scouts
welcome girls of all backgrounds, abilities, and life experiences. They strive
to create a safe and supportive environment where all girls can thrive.

Legacy and Impact

Juliette Gordon Low's legacy extends far beyond the organization she
founded. She empowered generations of young women to become
confident, compassionate, and influential leaders in their communities and



the world. The Girl Scouts continue to inspire and educate girls, providing
them with the tools and support they need to reach their full potential.

Juliette Gordon Low passed away in 1927 at the age of 66. She is
considered one of the most influential women in American history, and her
legacy continues to be honored through the Girl Scouts, which has grown
to become the largest girl-serving organization in the world, with millions of
members in over 150 countries.

Juliette Gordon Low was a visionary and trailblazer who dedicated her life
to empowering girls. Her passion for adventure, leadership, and service laid
the foundation for the Girl Scouts, an organization that has transformed the
lives of countless young women. Her legacy continues to inspire girls to
embrace their potential, make a difference in the world, and live lives of
purpose and adventure.
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