
Unveiling the Plunder of Napoleon: The Theft
and Rediscovery of Veronese's Feast
In the annals of art history, the name Napoleon Bonaparte is synonymous
with both military conquest and artistic plunder. Among his most coveted
spoils was the monumental painting "The Feast in the House of Levi" by
the Venetian master Paolo Veronese. This article delves into the
extraordinary tale of Veronese's masterpiece, its tumultuous journey from
Venice to Paris, and its eventual rediscovery after centuries of absence.

The Creation of a Masterpiece

Paolo Veronese, born in 1528 in Verona, Italy, was one of the most
celebrated artists of the Venetian Renaissance. Renowned for his vibrant
colors, grandiose compositions, and lavish pageantry, Veronese's works
adorned the ceilings and walls of some of Venice's most prestigious
buildings.
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In 1573, Veronese was commissioned to create "The Feast in the House of
Levi" for the refectory of the Benedictine monastery of Santi Giovanni e
Paolo in Venice. This monumental canvas, measuring over 22 feet by 36
feet, depicts the Last Supper of Jesus Christ with his disciples, set against
a backdrop of lavish architectural details and opulent costumes. Veronese's
masterful use of light, shadow, and perspective creates a dramatic and
immersive scene that captivates the viewer.

Napoleon's Conquest and Plunder

In 1797, the tide of war turned against Venice, as Napoleon Bonaparte's
armies invaded Italy. The city fell without resistance, and Napoleon, eager
to consolidate his power, began to systematically loot its artistic treasures.
Among his targets was "The Feast in the House of Levi."

On July 11th, 1797, French soldiers stormed the monastery of Santi
Giovanni e Paolo and seized Veronese's masterpiece. The painting was
unceremoniously rolled up and transported to Paris, where it was destined
to become one of the prized possessions of the Louvre Museum.

Lost and Found: A Centuries-Long Saga

Napoleon's reign ended in 1815, and with it, his empire began to crumble.
The looting of Venice's artistic treasures became a source of international
outcry, and pressure mounted on France to return the stolen works.

In 1815, the Treaty of Paris stipulated that looted artworks should be
repatriated to their rightful owners. However, "The Feast in the House of
Levi" remained in the possession of the Louvre, despite repeated requests
from the Venetian authorities.



The painting languished in the Louvre's basement for decades, forgotten
and unseen. It was not until 1868 that the French government finally
agreed to return it to Venice.

Rediscovery and Restoration

The return of "The Feast in the House of Levi" to Venice was met with great
fanfare and celebration. The painting was promptly restored to its original
home in the refectory of Santi Giovanni e Paolo, where it has remained
ever since.

Extensive restoration efforts have been undertaken over the centuries to
preserve this masterpiece. In 2019, a meticulous two-year restoration
project was completed, revealing the painting's vibrant colors and intricate
details in their full glory.

Legacy of a Stolen Masterpiece

The theft of Veronese's "The Feast in the House of Levi" by Napoleon
Bonaparte remains a poignant reminder of the devastating impact of war on
cultural heritage. It is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit that
this masterpiece, despite centuries of adversity, has endured and continues
to inspire awe and admiration in visitors from around the world.

The Book: Plunder: Napoleon's Theft of Veronese's Feast

The extraordinary tale of "The Feast in the House of Levi" has been
captured in meticulous detail in the book "Plunder: Napoleon's Theft of
Veronese's Feast" by art historian Michael Zell.

This comprehensive and captivating work chronicles the painting's creation,
its seizure by Napoleon's army, its long absence from Venice, and its



eventual rediscovery. Zell draws upon a wealth of archival materials and
firsthand accounts to present a gripping narrative that sheds new light on
this fascinating chapter in art history.

"Plunder: Napoleon's Theft of Veronese's Feast" is a must-read for art
enthusiasts, history buffs, and anyone interested in the enduring legacy of
cultural plunder. Through its pages, readers will gain a profound
understanding of the devastating impact of war on art, the importance of
preserving our cultural heritage, and the enduring power of beauty and
resilience.

Call to Action

Embark on an extraordinary journey into the annals of art history with
"Plunder: Napoleon's Theft of Veronese's Feast." Immerse yourself in the
captivating tale of one of the most iconic masterpieces of the Venetian
Renaissance and witness the resilience of art in the face of adversity.

Free Download your copy today and delve into the fascinating world of
"The Feast in the House of Levi" and its extraordinary odyssey through
time.
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