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Harilal Gandhi (1888-1948) was the eldest son of Mahatma Gandhi, the
leader of India's independence movement. He was a complex and troubled
figure, who struggled to live up to the expectations of his father and the
demands of the freedom struggle.

Early Life
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Harilal was born in Porbandar, Gujarat, in 1888. He was the eldest of four
children, and his father was a successful lawyer. Harilal was a bright
student, and he excelled in his studies. He went to England to study law,
but he returned to India after a few years, disillusioned with the British legal
system.

Struggle for Independence

Harilal was deeply involved in the Indian independence movement. He was
a close associate of his father, and he participated in many of the major
campaigns of the freedom struggle. However, Harilal was also a
controversial figure. He was known for his outspoken views, and he was
often critical of his father's leadership.

Personal Life

Harilal's personal life was troubled. He married three times, and all of his
marriages ended in divorce. He also had a number of extramarital affairs.
Harilal struggled with alcohol and gambling, and he was often in debt.

Later Years

Harilal's later years were marked by poverty and obscurity. He died in
Mumbai in 1948, at the age of 60. He was largely forgotten by history, but
in recent years there has been a renewed interest in his life and work.

Legacy

Harilal Gandhi was a complex and troubled figure, but he was also a
significant figure in the Indian independence movement. He was a close
associate of his father, and he participated in many of the major campaigns



of the freedom struggle. However, Harilal was also a controversial figure,
and he was often critical of his father's leadership.

Harilal's personal life was troubled, but he was a gifted writer and speaker.
He left behind a number of writings, including his autobiography, which
provide a valuable insight into the Indian independence movement. Harilal
Gandhi is a reminder that even the most famous and respected people
have their flaws. He was a complex and contradictory figure, but he was
also a man of great courage and conviction.
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