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The outbreak of the First World War in 1914 marked a turning point for the
Great Western Railway (GWR). The company, which had long played a
vital role in the transportation of goods and people throughout the United
Kingdom, was now called upon to serve a unique and unprecedented role
in the war effort.

The GWR's vast network of tracks and stations became a lifeline for the
British Army. From transporting troops to the front lines to delivering vital
supplies, the railway played a crucial part in ensuring the smooth operation
of the war machine.

In this article, we will delve into the extraordinary story of the Great
Western Railway in the Great War. We will explore the challenges and
triumphs faced by the company and its employees, and examine the pivotal
role they played in the ultimate Allied victory.

Transporting Troops

One of the most important tasks undertaken by the GWR during the war
was the transportation of troops. In the early months of the war, the railway
was responsible for moving over 1 million soldiers from Britain to France.
This was a daunting task, as the railways had to be carefully coordinated
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with the military to ensure that troops could be deployed quickly and
efficiently.

The GWR also played a vital role in the transportation of troops within the
United Kingdom. The company's trains carried soldiers to and from training
camps, as well as to and from the front lines. In addition, the GWR
operated a number of special trains for the transportation of wounded
soldiers.

The transportation of troops was a dangerous task, as the railways were
often targeted by enemy bombs and artillery fire. Despite the risks, the
GWR's employees worked tirelessly to ensure that troops could be moved
safely and quickly.

Delivering Supplies

In addition to transporting troops, the GWR also played a crucial role in the
delivery of vital supplies to the front lines. The company's trains carried
everything from food and ammunition to medical supplies and equipment.

The delivery of supplies was a complex and challenging task. The GWR
had to coordinate with the military to ensure that supplies were delivered to
the right place at the right time. In addition, the railways had to be protected
from enemy attacks.

The GWR's employees worked tirelessly to ensure that supplies could be
delivered to the front lines. They often worked long hours in dangerous
conditions. Despite the risks, they were determined to do their part to help
the war effort.

The Home Front



The GWR also played a vital role on the home front. The company's trains
carried food and supplies to cities and towns throughout the United
Kingdom. In addition, the GWR operated a number of special trains for the
transportation of munitions and other war materials.

The GWR's employees also played a vital role in the war effort on the home
front. They volunteered for a variety of tasks, including air raid warden duty
and Red Cross work. In addition, many GWR employees joined the military,
leaving their jobs to serve their country.

The Legacy of the Great Western Railway

The Great Western Railway played a crucial role in the British war effort
during the First World War. The company's employees worked tirelessly to
transport troops and supplies, and to keep the home front running
smoothly.

The GWR's legacy from the war is one of service and sacrifice. The
company's employees played a vital role in the Allied victory, and they
deserve to be remembered for their contributions.

The story of the Great Western Railway in the Great War is one of courage,
determination, and sacrifice. The company's employees played a vital role
in the war effort, and they deserve to be remembered for their
contributions.

If you are interested in learning more about the GWR's role in the war, I
encourage you to read the book "Great Western Railway in the Great War"
by Martin
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