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A Bridge Across Time and Adversity

In the annals of American history, the forced internment of Japanese
Americans during World War II stands as a somber chapter marked by
injustice and prejudice. Amidst the turmoil and upheaval, a beacon of hope
emerged in the form of books and the unwavering spirit of a dedicated
librarian, Miss Mary Kawakami.

As Japanese American families were uprooted from their homes and
incarcerated in desolate camps, they were forced to leave behind their
prized possessions, including their cherished books. Miss Kawakami, a
librarian at the Japanese American Public Library in Los Angeles, felt an
overwhelming sense of loss for the children she had served.

Letters of Hope and Longing
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Undeterred by the distance and hardship, Miss Kawakami devised an
ingenious plan to stay connected with her young patrons. She meticulously
gathered their addresses and began sending them books through the mail.
In response, the children poured their hearts into writing letters expressing
their gratitude, describing their camp experiences, and sharing their
dreams and aspirations.

These heartfelt letters, compiled in the poignant book "Letters From
Japanese American Children To The Librarian They Left Behind," offer a
rare glimpse into the inner lives of young evacuees. Their words paint a
vivid tapestry of resilience, longing, and unwavering optimism in the face of
adversity.

From the Depths of Despair

The children's letters lay bare the anguish and uncertainty they faced in the
camps. They wrote about the crowded barracks, the barbed wire fences,
and the constant fear that gnawed at their hearts.

One young girl penned, "I have been thinking about our library very much. I
often remember the happy times I had there. It was the happiest place in all
my life. I am very sad when I think that I will never be able to go there
again."

Yet, amidst the despair, the children's letters also shine with resilience.
They shared stories of forming friendships with other children, finding joy in
small acts of kindness, and continuing their education through reading and
writing.

The Enduring Power of Literature



Throughout their letters, the children expressed their profound gratitude for
the books sent by Miss Kawakami. They described how reading
transported them to distant lands, provided solace in trying times, and
ignited a thirst for knowledge.

One young boy wrote, "I have been reading every day. I love to read about
faraway places and meet new people. Books are my only escape from this
dreary camp."

The letters from Japanese American children not only chronicle a historical
event but also illuminate the transformative power of literature. They remind
us of the vital role that books play in shaping young minds, fostering
empathy, and inspiring hope.

A Legacy of Reconciliation

After the war ended, the Japanese American children returned to their
homes, but the memories of the internment camps stayed with them. In the
years that followed, many of them became active in the movement for civil
rights and social justice.

The publication of "Letters From Japanese American Children To The
Librarian They Left Behind" serves as a powerful reminder of the enduring
consequences of prejudice and discrimination. It is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit and the importance of empathy,
understanding, and reconciliation.

The poignant letters penned by Japanese American children during World
War II offer a profound insight into a dark chapter of American history. They



are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit, the transformative
power of literature, and the enduring legacy of hope and reconciliation.

Through the eyes of these young evacuees, we gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities of human experience and the enduring
significance of empathy, connection, and the pursuit of a better future.

May these letters continue to inspire us to learn from the mistakes of the
past, foster a more just and equitable society, and nurture the hope that all
children may grow and thrive in a world free from prejudice and
discrimination.
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